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most learned masters that could be procured, and his educa-
tion began in earnest. At first he was not allowed to visit
his grandmother at all; for Genji had noticed that she
spoiled him shockingly, treating him, indeed, as though he
were still a little child, and there seemed a much better
chance that he would settle down to his new life if it
were not interrupted by constant treats and cossettings
at the Great Hall. But Princess Omiya took the boy's
absence so much to heart that in the end three visits a
month were allowed.

Yugiri found this sudden restriction of liberty very
depressing, and he thought it unkind of his father to inflict
these labours upon him, when he might so easily have
allowed him to amuse himself for a little while longer and
then go straight into some high post. Did Genji think
him so very stupid as to need, before he could work for the
Government, a training with which every one else seemed
able to dispense? But he was a sensible, good-natured
boy, who took life rather seriously, and seeing that he was
not going to be allowed to mix in the world or start upon his
career till he had read his books, he determined to get
through the business as quickly as possible. The conse-
quence was that in the space of four or five months he had
read not only the whole of the Historical Records* but
many other books as well. When the time came for his
Examinations, Genji determined to put him to the test
privately a little while beforehand. He was assisted by
To no Chujo, by the Chief Secretary of Council, the Clerk
of the Board of Rites and a few other friends. The chief
tutor was now sent for, and asked to select passages from
the Historical Records* He went through every chapter,

1 By Ssu-ma Ch'ien, ist century B.C., a book somewhat longer than
Gibbon's Decline and Fall; by far the most distinguished Chinese historical
work.